SAVA

FlIIIIIIlA VETERINARY SPECIALISTS

& Cancer Treatment Center
A 24-Hour Critical Care Facility

Specialty veterinary medicine is a relatively new
advancement in pet care. Similar to human
medicine specialists, board-certified veterinary
specialists typically focus their education and
services in one specialty area.

SPECIALIZED SERVICES

Acupuncture / Rehabilitation

[ |
Avian and Exotics

[ |
Behavior
[ |
Cardiology
[ |
Critical Care

[ |
Dermatology

[ |
Emergency Medicine

[ |
Internal Medicine

[ |
Neurology / Neurosurgery

[ |
Oncology / Radiation

[ |
Ophthalmology
[ |
Radiology
[ |

Surgery
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Directions . . .

* From Veterans Expressway (589)

Exit at Gunn Highway (587). Proceed east on
Gunn Highway (Gunn Highway becomes Busch
Boulevard at Dale Mabry). Hospital is located 5.3
miles from Veterans Expressway on the right.

* From Dale Mabry Highway (597)
Exit at Busch Boulevard (580). Proceed east on
Busch Boulevard .8 mile. Hospital is on the right.

¢ From I-275
Exit at Busch Boulevard (580). Proceed west on
Busch Boulevard 2.4 miles. Hospital is on the left.

Hotel accommodation information is available
for out of town clients.
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Can Pets Get Allergies?

Pets, like humans, can develop allergic symptoms
after repeated exposure to some otherwise
harmless substance.

What Causes Allergies In Pets?

Pet allergies are most frequently caused by
substances ("allergens") such as pollens, plant or
animal fibers, dust mites, or mold spores that are

inhaled or absorbed through the skin.

What Symptoms Should I Look For?

Many pets begin to show allergic signs between
1-3 years of age, some at a later age. Common
signs include: scratching, chewing, licking their
paws, hair loss, redness or darkening of the skin,
or rubbing of the face. Ear disease, thinning of
fur, and redness around the eyes are also common
signs of allergies in dogs. Cats can have many
different symptoms such as excessive grooming
and hair loss.

Can Allergies Be Seasonal?

Some pets have seasonal outbreaks of secondary
infections and itching, while others have
problems year round.

How Are Allergies Diagnosed?

A thorough history of signs, symptoms, and
previous treatments is essential in the diagnosis of
allergies. Ruling out other types of allergies (food
or flea allergies) is often necessary. Intra-dermal
skin testing is then performed to identify to what
allergens your pet is allergic.

How Do I Treat Allergies?

First, remove the offending allergen. This is not
possible in many cases, but should be considered
when wool, feathers, or similar allergens are
implicated in the intra-dermal skin test. Second,
allergy vaccines ("hyposensitization") may be given
on a regular basis. These vaccines can be given at
home, and benefit 70-80% of dogs. Third,
symptomatic treatment may be initiated. This
involves the use of anti-itch medications, such as
antihistamines, cortiocosteriods, and Omega fatty
acids.

Benefits of Allergy Testing

*  Decreases number of bacterial, yeast, and/or
ear infections.

*  Decreases persistent itching.

*  Decreases the use/need for systemic steroids,
therefore increasing the health and lifespan of

your pet.

How Should I Prepare For Allergy Testing?

In order to obtain accurate results from the
allergy test, please discontinue:

*  Steroids: 2-8 weeks prior to testing
* Anthistamines: 10-14 days prior to testing
*  Fatty Acids: 14 days prior to testing
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